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CHILDREN OF THE SOIL

EAST INDIAN COMMUNITY

MGP NOTICE BOARD
The Announcement for the East Indian Community

MGP Team - Long Service Awards 2024               MGP Team Awards 2024

GAOTHAN VOICE : JUNE 2024

Gaothan Sarpanch of the Year - Corina Pereira

Vibhag Sarpanch of the Year - Vicky Misquitta

Village Coordinator of the Year - Bosco Patel

Gaothan Coordinator of the Year - Anita Dsouza

New Active Team Member of the Year - Royston Jacinto

Project Lead Coordinator for the Year - Zenobia Gracias

Project Support Coordinator of the Year - Errol Dmello

Project Support Sarpanch of the Year - Joel Kinny

Gaothan Network Coordinator of the Year - Clayson Fonseca

Event Coordinator if the Year - Sherline Barretto

Civic Sarpanch of the Year - Darryl Gonsalves

Family Coordinators of the Year - Juneth and Belmira Miranda

The East Indian Food Festival held at St Andrew's 
Quadrangle, Bandra, was a resounding success! Food lovers 
and cultural enthusiasts came together to enjoy an array of 
East Indian delicacies and vibrant community activities.
Event Highlights:
· Special Buffet & Stalls: Attendees indulged in a 

sumptuous East Indian buffet and explored 30 unique food 
stalls featuring Kunbis, Bhandaris, Kolis, and Agris 
specialties.

· Engaging Activities: Community-themed games brought 
joy and excitement, while merchandise and book stalls 
offered unique cultural insights.

The festival, with its free entry, welcomed a diverse crowd, 
making it a truly inclusive and memorable event. Thank you to 
everyone who joined us and celebrated the rich culinary 
heritage of East Indian

James Fernandes - July 2010 - 13 Years
Elizabeth D'Souza - March 2019 - 5 Years
Ramsey Rebello - October 2018 - 5 years
Romuald Dcruz - August 2018 - 5 years
Douglas Lobo - June  2010 - 13 years
Sunita Alphonso  - July 2010 - 13 Years
Blanche Henriques - July 2017 - 8 Years
Bonny Pereira - July 2017 - 8 Years
Bosco Patel - March 2010 - 14 years
Zenobia Gracias - June 2016 - 7 Years 
Franco Patil - May 2015 - 8 Years
Cyrus Misquitta - March 2010 - 14 Years
Sybil Rodrigues - April 2012 - 12 years
Regan Mendonca - June 2017 - 6 years
Belmira Miranda - February 2017 - 7 Years
Joseph Dmello - October 2018 - 5 years
Chrysantus Miranda - September 2017 - 6 Years
Ashley Rodrigues - September 2017 - 6 Years

             Presented on 25th May 2024
At Kaka Baptista East Indian Museum, Manori

MGP IN THE NEWS - 
Eat like an East Indian. 

Midday 03 May 2024, page 4Presentation on - Saturday 25th May 2024
Time - 10am onwards 
Venue - Kaka Baptista East Indian Museum, Manori
Presented by - Mobai Gaothan Panchayat
Award sponsor - Bonaventure Soares 

Gaothan Crib Competition
1st Prize - Gift of Peace Community 
2nd Prize - Flavian Creado - Kurla
3rd Prize - St Thomas Community- Sahar Sutarwar  

Largest Crib in Mumbai - Cardinal Care Charitable Trust, Orlem 

Gaothan Outdoor Decoration
1st Prize - St Sebastian Community - Kolbad 
2nd Prize - Kalina Big Village 
 

Gaothan Art Installation
1st Prize - Uttan Devtalav 
2nd Prize - Lover Boys Club - Uttan  
3rd Prize - Charlton Misquitta - Parle

All prize winners or representatives who have not yet collected 
their prizes for the Christmas Competition are requested to 
contact 9930229742 or WhatsApp on 9820544302.

Marve Gaothan
in association with

Mobai Gaothan Panchayat
Invites you to celebrate

SANJAO
23rd June Marve Ground, 11.00 Am Onwards

Sarvajanik Krist Janmotsav
MGPs Christmas Festival
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Reetin Reevaaz

EAST INDIAN HERITAGE ITEM - KHIMAD

East Indians love their drinks. In fact, what even is an East Indian gathering without some alcohol and drinks?! Interestingly 

making alcohol out of fruits for commercial purposes had been a major business for locals back in the day. 

And talking of East Indian drinks, Khimad takes the top spot. The ingenious beverage, Khimad, is more than just an alcoholic 

drink. It has medicinal properties too. And East Indian occasions are believed to be incomplete without serving Khimad.

What is Khimad?

Khimad is an ingenious heritage East Indian drink that is served at most community gatherings. It is traditionally made of 

country liquor mixed with certain spices.

Khimad also has medicinal properties and is ideal for common and viral colds and coughs. Another interesting fact about 

Khimad is that, unlike other alcoholic beverages which are usually served cold, Khimad is served hot.

The hot Khimad is served in a kettle. It is consumed as a shot in small glasses called chavnis. Khimad is served at all 

community celebrations and before having the drink people prefer saying Sukhala instead of cheers.

EAST INDIAN SANN

East Indians are known to love and enjoy their feasts. The month of June marks two important feasts in the East Indian 

community. Although the celebrations of these feasts are limited due to monsoons, that does not stop the community from 

celebrating them. 

San Jao Cha Sann
th

San Jao cha Sann or the feast of John the Baptist falls on 24  June 2024. 

Succur Maulicha Sann
thThe feast of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour is celebrated on 27  June every year. Devotees flock to the St. Micheal Church, 

Mahim every year in large numbers for the feast as well as the nine days novena preceding the feast day.

Amarylisa Gonsalves, Juhu

GAOTHAN VOICE : JUNE 2024

For bookings or more details contact 9820087771/9930229742

GAOTHAN VOICE - ADVERTISEMENT RATES

Advertisement Type Single Issue 3 Months
(Adv. rate per issue)

6 Months
(Adv. rate per issue)

12 Months
(Adv. rate per issue)

Outside Cover

Full Page

Half Page

Strip Ads

Inside Box

Classifieds 

12000

6000

3500

2000

600

200

34200 (11400)

17100 (5700)

9975 (3325)

8700 (1900)

1710 (570)

570 (190)

64800 (10800)

32400 (5400)

18900 (3150)

10800 (1800)

3240 (540)

1080 (180)

115200 (9600)

57600 (4800)

33600 (2800)

19200 (1600)

5760 (480)

1920 (160)
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MOTHI LADIN 

Top 10 Highlights 

Music touch - Hymns in the East Indian dialect were sung and some Gaothans also had a Brass Band in attendance 

One Community - this initiative was aimed towards getting the East Indian Community to pray together and showcase 
Gaothan Unity

Tradition revival - the Holy Cross Feast and the daily rosary at each Gaothan Hoy Cross needs to be continued and 
hence efforts were made to  revive this tradition for future generations 

Heritage site - the holy crosses have been around for more than 100 years and are generally made up of stone or wood 
and Cross history and relevance gives them heritage value.

Inspiring stories - East Gaothan holy cross has a story on the family that built it, miraculous power, protector from 
disease and famine hence these stories need to be retold for future generations to remember 

Landmark spot - the Holy Crosses were built on prominent locations and so continue to serve as landmarks of each 
Gaothan 

Awareness point - the authorities and administration do not know about the historical and Heritage value hence 
creating awareness about the Holy Crosses stands important 

Dialect promotion - the prayers were recited or sung in the East Indian dialect to promote it's use during our 
communications with fellow community members. 

Indigenous connect - the Holy crosses stands tall and strong for centuries to justice the Indigenous People connect of 
the East Indian Community.

Native Devotion - our religious devotions in our native villages have been followed for centuries and decades hence 
continuing with these devotions is a key to our religious beliefs. 

Date - Saturday 1st June 2024
Rosary in - East Indian Dialect

Time - 8.00,    Location - Holy Crosses across Gaothans

The Annual Thanksgiving Litany of MGP and 
Prayer for our East Indian Community

Participating Holy Crosses in the Gaothans - 33

1.      Agarwada - Sion2
2.     Bamanwada - Sahar
3.      Bamanpuri - Andheri
4.      Pali - Bandra
5.      Bhayendar
6.      Bhoiwada - Dadar
7.      Cherai - Thane
8.      Dharavi
9.      Dsouza Wadi - Thane
10.     Hall Village - Kurla
11.     K Villa - Thane

12.     Kanjur
13.     Kevni - Andheri
14.     Khalai - Kirol
15.     Kharodi - Malad
16.     Kirol
17.     Kolbad - Thane
18.     Kolovery - Kalina
19.      Madh - Malad
20.     Majiwada - Thane
21.      Malwani - Malad
22.     Mankhurd

23.     Marve - Malad
24.     Naigaum - Dadar
25.     Old Kurla
26.     Pakhadi - Parle
27.     Rathodi - Malad
28.     Santacruz
29.     Sion
30.     Utalsar - Thane
31.     Vakola
32.     Wadala
33.     Worli

Ek Luzaar! Ek Lazaar! Ek Awaaz!

MGPs Holy Cross Project 
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EAST INDIAN PUNCH
The Mouthpiece of the Mobai Gaothan Panchayat

ey to a Gaothan of  Christian identity is the Holy Cross. An East Indian Gaothan is complete Konly if  it has installed a Holy Cross. Many houses in our villages have a Holy cross installed in 
their compounds and at every prominent landmark. Some are built by local groups while some by 
families hence the surnames associated with them earlier known as Goths. With Gaothans getting 
developed with newer constructions the holy cross is slowly getting hidden and at times even 
shifted to make way for infrastructure projects. As Gaothans are synonymous with a holy cross, all 
round efforts are needed to create awareness about these religious installations.

nique place to pray and meditate is in front of  the Gaothan Holy Cross. As people pass by Uirrespective of  their religion we witness many paying their respects for the holy cross. The 
inclusions of  statues of  saints and mother Mary makes these places even more sacred and 
respected by the people of  other religions. The Holy crosses were visited by papiya singers during 
lenten time at every Gaothan. Even when the villagers prayed for Rains to St. Anthony they prayed 
at the Gaothan holy cross. The East Indian brass bands also pay their respects at the cross as a 
pre-wedding tradition.

estoration of  the Holy Cross is the keyword often forgotten in this modern world. The Holy RCross has great relevance to Gaothan Heritage and History. A big worry today is the 
renovation of  our crosses being given a new modernised look instead of  restoring the holy cross. 
It's time the cross owners preserve and protect the original wood or stone structure. In today's 
times Heritage looks more better and presentable. While restoration may sound challenging it's 
the need of  the hour as each holy cross connects to our communities rich history. 

nity in the Gaothans begin from the Holy Cross. The month of  October is a witness to many Uholy crosses, wherein people come together to recite the rosary. The month of  May has all the 
Holy crosses all decked up with flowers and decorations. The seniors seem all excited and the 
children look forward to this great month of  celebration and prayer. Families offer their rosary 
referred as Ladin by the community after which channas (chikpeas/grams) and soft drinks are 
served. One special day is celebrated as the Cross Feast with special refreshments and even 
dinner for all those who attend. All families around the holy cross come together in prayer this 
symbolising the Unity in the Gaothans. 

estful feelings and memories come to life at the foot of  the cross as it heals all our worries and Zblessed us with enthusiasm and success. It's time we place these feelings and memories with 
a futuristic approach to protect and preserve these historical sites of  our existence and identity. 
'KURUZ' MGP's Holy Cross Project aims to do the best it can to document the crosses by a basic 
online survey. We then plan to appoint village cross Coordinators to fulfil our objective to preserve 
and protect holy crosses. Restoration will also be promoted and financial support given through 
crowd funding if  the locals need support. The Gaothan Holy Cross remains our greatest hope and 
with great faith let's pray that though this initiative we take our community, its history and heritage 
to greater heights. 

Gleason Barretto, Old Kurla

VARLANZUN BANDILAY KURUZ SAGLE GAAVAN
AAPLE GAOTHANCHI YIS MOTHI SHAAN

Kuruz - MGPs Project to Preserve and Protect Holy Crosses

GAOTHAN VOICE : JUNE 2024



MOBAI GAOTHAN PANCHAYAT - MEMBERSHIP PLAN
MEMBER TYPE / BENEFITS BRONZE SILVER GOLD DIAMOND PLATINUM STAR

Account Name - Mobai Gaothan Panchayat  |  Bank Name - Bassein Catholic Cooperative Bank  | Branch - Kalina,
Saving Account Number - 032100100000791  |  IFSC Code - BACB0000032

Membership Fee

Membership Monthly Scheme

Vive Queimada 

EI Books

Gaothan Voice

MGP Events

EI Day

EI Calendar

Per Year Total Benefits

1,000

NA

10% Discount

NA

Doorstep Delivery

NA

NA

Free 1 Copy

500

2,500

NA

20% Discount

NA

NA

NA

Free 2 Copy

1000

5,000

500

30% Discount

10%

NA

Free Pass

Free Upto 5 Copies

1500

10,000

1,000

40% Discount

20%

Free Entry

Free Pass

Free Upto 10 Copies

2000

25,000

2,500

50% Discount

30%

Free Entry

Free Pass

Free Upto 20 Copies

4000

1,00,000

10,000

Complimentary 

Complimentary 

Free Entry

Free Pass

Copies as per Request

10000

Doorstep Delivery Doorstep Delivery Doorstep Delivery Doorstep Delivery Doorstep Delivery
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