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CHILDREN OF THE SOIL

EAST INDIAN COMMUNITY

Support the Needy of the 
Community

*Support for Education, Medical 
and Emergencies
*Beneficiary names will not be 
published
*Donations by cheques or by 
funds transfer only
*No cash contributions will be 
accepted.

Bank Account Details:-
Account Name -
East Indian Community Fund
Bank name – Citizen Credit 
Co-op Bank Ltd., Vakola Branch
Savings Account number – 
2090162000015624
IFSC code - CCBL0209016

For more details Call Sybil 
on 9930229742 or email us 

at eastindianfund@gmail.com

East Indian Community Fund Haay Haq Sagla Bhumiputrancha
East Indian Samajala Haay Mobaicha
Conclave Triggers Mumbai Bhumiputra Policy
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eastindians.cam
News in Pictures

rdDate : Saturday, 3  December 2022            Venue : St. Lawrence High School Hall, Thane
Sponsored by - Sylvester Dsouza, Thane 

EAST INDIAN CONCLAVE 2022
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eastindians.cam
News in Pictures

Conclave Release # 1
East Indian Calendar 2023 by Bishop Allwyn Dsilva

Conclave Release # 2 
Mee East Indian bag by Sylvester Dsouza

Conclave Release # 3
Gaothan Voice November issue by Fr. Magi Murzello

Conclave Release # 4
Mobaikar Self Help groups product - 

Bottle Masala by Sr.Joeyanna Dsouza 

Alphi Dsouza
Bernard Pereira 
Bishop Allwyn
Bonny Pereira 
Charles Dango
Charmaine Dsouza
Constantine Dmello
Coretta Dsouza

Corina Misquitta
Florence Gomes 
Fr Magi Murzello 
Fr.Thomson Kinny
Gleason Barretto
Joan Gonsalves 
Joulyn Kenny
Jyotsna Fernandes

Leon G
Merck Dsilva
Ramsey Rebello
Romuald Dcruz
Savio Dsouza
Sharon Dsouza 
Sr. Joeyanna Dsouza
Sr. Salome

Sunita Alphonso 
Sylvester Dsouza
Terence Machado
Velankani Mendonca
Vendria Dsouza
Vernon Barrow
Walter Murzello

EAST INDIAN CONCLAVE 2022

East Indian Conclave 2022 - Participant ListEast Indian Conclave 2022 - Participant List

rdDate : Saturday, 3  December 2022            Venue : St. Lawrence High School Hall, Thane
Sponsored by - Sylvester Dsouza, Thane 



- 4 - GAOTHAN�VOICE�:�JANUARY�2023

Mumbai Bhumiputra Policy

HOUSING
*Housing Quota on MHADA projects for East Indians
*A special Bhumiputra Housing Scheme to be initiated 
*Gaothan expansion policy to be implemented by allotting 
lands towards East Indian community housing projects in 
lieu of land unavailable around gaothans

INFRA COMPENSATION
The community lands were taken away under various laws 
like Land Acquisition Act, Land to tiller Act, Urban Land 
Ceiling Act and the original owners were never 
compensated. These lands which were taken for infra 
projects are now today converted to commercial projects 
hence a compensation for these need to be given 
especially for the below mentioned projects which are on 
lands with East Indians as original owners
*Sahar International Airport and Santacruz Domestic 
Airport
*Bandra Kurla Complex 
*Kalina University
*Aarey
*Railways
*Juhu Aerodrome

TAX
The East Indians as Indigenous People should not be 
taxed
*No Municipal Property and Water Tax for all houses in the 
Gaothans owned before 1960
*Electricity with a special scheme basis consumption 
where those upto a specific consumption get it for free

CULTURE PROMOTION
*East Indian Bhavan in Bombay-Thane-Vasai and Raigad
*Special permissions for time limit to be given for 
Umbrachapani and Christmas midnight mass
*Space to be allotted for Community Centre at each East 
Indian Gaothan
Self government

CASTE CERTIFICATE
*Simplified OBC certificate process for East Indian 
Community
*East Indian Community to be granted Schedule Tribe 
Status

JOBS
*Special job reservations for East Indian community in 
public and private corporates
*Local tourism projects to be alloted only to Indigenous 
People 
*Infra projects on East Indian owned lands like Airport and 
Railways to have a quota for jobs to Bhumiputras

BUSINESS
*East Indian Food stalls to be approved for each Municipal 
ward
*All mega infra projects like Airports and Railways should 
allot special stalls to promote East Indian food specialty 
and handicrafts 
*Each Metro station should have stalls earmarked for 
promotion East Indian food and handicrafts 

REPRESENTATION
*East Indian Representative to be appointed with Special 
representation in Maharashtra State on behalf of the Sons-
of-Soil community
*East Indian Municipal Corporator to be nominated to 
represent the city basis elections amongst the East Indian 
Community
*Local community association heads to be authorised to 
suggest Gaothan civic projects

RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS
*Regular special trains to be started from Bombay to 
Velankanni twice a week
*Special Tour subsidies for Travel to Holy Places and 
Pilgrimage Shrines
*Regularisation of all Holy Crosses in the East Indian 
gaothans and their vicinity

TOURISM
*Manori-Gorai-Uttan Tourism Plan and Bridge Project to be 
scrapped and locals to be allowed to set up their local 
tourism businesses 
*All tourism related projects should have an East Indian 
connect in the form of cultural centre, food stalls, handicraft 
shops and community theme centres

LANGUAGE AND DIALECT
*The East Indian Dialect to be recognised by the Central 
and State Government 

COMMUNITY WELFARE 
*An East Indian Community welfare fund to be instituted 
through funds allocated from land income on East Indian 
owned acquired lands like airport, BKC, University, 
industrial and infrastructure projects

HISTORY
*East Indians Day to be observed and recognised by the 
Government
*All mega projects like Airports, Metro and Railways should 
mention History of the city and the local area
*All Gaothans to mention the local history at its entrances 
*Metro and Railway Stations should also mention the 
original local names along with a brief history 

GAOTHANS AND HERITAGE
*Simplified repair permissions for Gaothans
*Ground plus SITU development to be permitted in 
Gaothans
*Specific DC Rules for planned development in Gaothans
*Harassment by BMC officers to be immediately stopped 
during house repairs
*Heritage homes in gaothans to be given a special 
incentive for maintaining their structure.
*Gaothan Infrastructure to be improved
*Roads, bylanes and street furniture within the gaothans to 
be designed to maintain the village look

The Rights of the Indigenous People Drafted by - Gleason Barretto
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CommunEIty InitiatEIves

East Indian Conclave 2022 - Release # 1

EAST INDIAN CALENDAR 2023
Bishop Allwyn Dsilva released the Calendar

5000 copies will be distributed across Goathans, 
India and abroad

Distribution plan - lot of 1k each
1st lot - Clergy, Donor members, MGP Team and 
Supporters
2nd lot - Combo bookings & Raffle ticket holders
3rd lot - Bulk bookings
4th lot - Calendar sale
5th lot - General distribution 

MGP thanks the Calendar Team who helped us in 
the timely release of the East Indian Calendar 
2023

East Indian Conclave 2022 - Release # 2

MEE EAST INDIAN GOODIE BAG
Sylvester D'souza released the MGP Goodie 

Bag

*The eco-friendly bag will be available as a 
special combo along with the East Indian 
Calendar 2023
*The first bag was presented to Bishop Allwyn 
Dsilva by Sylvester Dsouza and Alphi Dsouza  
*The bag Mee East Indian logo is designed by 
Chrysologus Dmello 
*The Goodie Bag will be available soon online as 
well as the East Indian Baazaar at Bandra on 
15th December 2022

MGP thanks the East Indian Calendar Team and 
the Goodie Bag Ideators.

East Indian Conclave 2022 - Release # 3

GAOTHAN VOICE
Bhumiputra Rights Special 

Fr. Magi Murzello released the GV November 
Issue 

*This Goathan Voice issue focussed on the rights 
of the Bhumiputra East Indian Samaj 
*The East Indian Agenda with the list of demands 
to the Government, Municipality, Archdiocese 
and Associations basis online survey is featured 
*The Gaothan Voice hard copy issue can be 
received by all MGP Donor members starting at 
Rs. 1000/-

MGP thanks the Gaothan Voice Team for their 
support

East Indian Conclave 2022 - Release # 4

MOBAIKAR
The East Indian Self Help Group 

Sr Joeyanna DSouza  released the East Indian 
Bottle Masala under the Self Help Group brand 
name - Mobaikar

*Mobaikar, the Self Help Group is being initiated 
and led by our MGP Womens Team
* Sybil Rodrigues will be the MGP Core Team 
Coordinator for this project
*A minimum of 2 locals will come togethwr to form 
a Self Help Group
*Products planned are food, handicrafts and 
more
*Initially we start with Masalas and Pickles 
*These Mobaikar products will also be available 
at our Gaothan Stores and the East Indian 
Baazaar 

MGP thanks our women's team - Sybil 
Rodrigues, Sunita Alphonso , Gladys Dsouza 
and Vendria Dsouza for their support in this 
project plan

Special Releases for the East Indian Community

Sons-of-the-Soil

EAST INDIAN COMMUNITY

Sons-of-the-Soil

EAST INDIAN COMMUNITY

rd3  Prize - Gold Coin 1 gm

Reeve Gracias (Rathodi)

(Ticket No. 1724)

East Indian Calendar 2023 

Golden Raffle 
Result

st1  Prize - Gold Coin 5 gms

Roshni Gonsalves (Kharodi)

(Ticket No. 1674)

nd2  Prize - Gold Coin 2 gms

Helen Misquitta (Juhu)

(Ticket No. 2017)
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MGP SABHA
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MGP TEAM MEETS THE BISHOP
Discussion on East Indian Agenda to the Archdiocese 

MGP Team met Bishop Allwyn Dsilva to discuss the East Indian Community demands as per 
online Survey 2022 on Saturday, 26th November 2022. The East Indian Agenda 2023 was 
released at the East Indian Conclave 2022

MGP Team was represented by Alphi Dsouza, Walter Murzello and Gleason Barretto

At the 2 hour meet all the 19 demands were discussed with justifications and Bishop Allwyn 
assured to speak to the Cardinal on fulfilling the demands as we are the Indigenous People 
and have a basic right which was also emphasized by Pope Francis during his visit to 
Canada.

East Indian Community Demands to the Archdiocese 
1. Properties donated by East Indians should not be sold, if parish cannot develop or use for 
 the betterment of the community they must be returned back to the original owners
2.  Preference to East Indians for jobs opportunities in the Parish, Church organisations and 
 institutions
3.  Special discounts and reservation of beds at Catholic Hospitals
4.  Halls and grounds provided for occasion to be given at discounted rates for East Indians
5.  Housing schemes for East Indians on vacant church properties and existing properties 
 going for redevelopment
6.  The Word "East Indian Catholic" to be written in remarks column without visit to  

archbishops house to be done as per recommendation by local East Indian association 
heads or professionals

7.  Land to be allotted for the East Indian Bhavan
8.  Special East Indian Community Member to be appointed in the Parish Council to protect and 
 preserve East Indian traditions and heritage
9.  Mass and Hymns in the East Indian dialect every week
10.  East Indians to be appointed on the finance and property committees
11.  Stalls to be alloted at the Bandra Fair to the East Indian Community
12.  St.Gonsalo Garcia Day to be made official and a Church in Bombay to be dedicated to the 
 Saint
13.  Church announcements should be made about activities organized by East Indian Groups
14.  Development projects/Monopoly for hired halls/quadrangles and grounds only to East Indian 
 businesses
15.  East Indian Associations to be given premises without hire charges for activities & meetings
16.  Monthly open meets with the East Indian community and Bishops
17.  Space to be provided for East Indian businesses on parish property
18.  Ten percent of proceeds on hired premises to be allocated towards the East Indian 

Community welfare fund
19.  Halls Grounds and Awards to be dedicated to Cardinal Simon Pimenta in each parish with 
 East Indian majority

Bishop Allwyn spoke of journeying together by all denominations within the catholic church as 
emphasized at the recently held synod. He said that he would discuss the above points with the 
Cardinal.

Meets That Matter
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MGP FOCUS
Looking into the Past and the Future 

MGP 2022 - A YEAR THAT WAS

Mobai Gaothan Panchayat thanks you all for your Support and Prayers. The Year 2022 was a great one for MGP 
and the East Indian Community. We thank all those who made 2022 extra special for us. 

Top 10 MGP Projects of the Year 2022

1.  Gaothan Voice - MGPs official magazine was released every month and so we had 12 successful releases 
 in 2022
2.  Kaka Baptista East Indian Theme Gardens - the coconut breaking ceremony was held in December and work 
 begins by early 2023 at Juhu
3.  East Indian Community Fund - Support given for Education, Medical and other emergencies with special  
 Easter and Christmas hampers
4.  East Indian Calendar 2023 - 5000 copies printed and a reach of around 12 million views across India and the 
 world
5.  East Indian Community Awards 2022 - the awards ceremony honoured community members who have made 
 us proud
6.  Reetiñ Reevaj - MGP was one of the core groups to promote the Harvest festiva, Agera which was celebrated 
 in more than 110 Gaothans this year 
7.  Mot Mauli Yatra - the statue of Mount Mary visited around 30 Gaothans with a Mot Mauli Purcessao,.annual 
 procession of Mount Mary from Mahim to Bandra orgnised in September on a Saturday during octave week
8.  East Indian Sann 2022 - A series of events were held across April May 2022
9.  East Indian Baazaar - around 10 Baazaars were organised across the year
10.  Mee East Indian Merchandise & Books - one special book release on Village history of Dharavi Beth and  
 merchandise launched like goodie bags, T Shirts and Caps

We look forward to your continuous prayers and Support. Wishing you a Very Happy and Prosperous New Year 
2023

To be a part of MGP Projects or to join our MGP Team contact 9820545302/9820087771

MGP 2023 - A YEAR WITH GREATER EXPECTATIONS

As we enter 2023, MGP looks forward to a year with loads of activity and initiatives. The MGP Team will touch base 
100  by this year and the focus will be on office functions and smooth functioning of all MGP projects

For MGP Projects we will strive to boost our active projects, revive the projects that need attention and initiate 
projects yet to take off.

10 MGP PROJECTS TO LOOK OUT FOR IN 2023

1.  Kaka Baptista East Indian Theme Gardens - the first phase likely to be inaugurated
2.  East Indian Books & Merchandise - Merchandise like Tshirts, caps and more besides around 2 books planned 
 for release
3.  East Indian Calendar 2024 - the theme will be announced soon
4.  East Indian Community Awards 2023 - the awards edition will be an event to look out for this year
5.  Mobai Sports - 2 big sporting events lines up, Gaothan Games & Mobai Football League
6.  Mobaikar Self Help Group - This initiative launched at the East Indian Conclave 2022 will have a series of food 
 and handicrafts on offer
 7.  Gaothan Voice - celebrating 20 Years of its release the monthly issue will be more interesting and inclusive
8.  East Indian Baazaar - a new format could be initiated to ensure more visibility and impact to promote  
 community Businesses
9.  East Indian Sann - MGPs Annual festival will have. Series of events to promote East Indian Community Culture 
 and Tradition 
10.  St.Gonsalo Garcia Chapel Project - this project is one of the important projects to be initiated if the site is  
 finalized

MGP looks forward to prayers and support from the  East Indian Community at large, so that we have a Great Year 
Ahead. To join our projects or to support contact 9820545302/9820087771

Happy New Year 2023
 *MGP - Promote! Protect! Preserve!*
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EAST INDIAN BLOGSPOT
The Community Bloggers Page

Release of Ten East Indian Picture Postcards by India Post

By Rita Rodricks, Bandra - Rita Tales

India Post released a set of Ten Postcards as “A Tribute to the East 
Indian community of Mumbai” at 7 p.m. on the 23rd of December, 2022

The East Indian Hall at the Bandra Gymkhana was the venue 
Chief Guest MLA Adv. Shri Ashish Shelar was honored to be part of 
this momentous occasion
Guest of Honour was Ms. Swati Pandey, Postmaster General, India 
Post, Mumbai Region

Ms. Swati Pandey received a thunderous applause on her very 
eloquent speech on the impact of the East Indian community
Speeches were made about the Bandra Gymkhana and the East 
Indian Community by Mr. Neil Creado, Dr. Cheryl Misquitta and Mr. Ajit 
Rodrigues a trustee

I was fortunate to interact with Ms. Swati Pandey on a personal level 
she had queries on the lugra that I was wearing for the celebration
Guests came dressed in colorful East Indian attire to honor this very 
special occasion

Number One post card is a picture of our very own Bandra Gymkhana 
in all its splendor and glory
Number two is Joseph Baptista, he was an ardent leader of the Indian freedom movement he 
founded the All-India Trade Union Congress in 1920

A statue of Our Lady of Velankanni, the third postcard has been draped in the traditional East Indian 
Lugra and adorned with traditional jewellery
Fourth is 'The Aagera Harvest Festival' a thanksgiving festival celebrated with fun and festivities by 
the East Indian Community

Number Five post card showcases the East Indian architecture of the Gaothans (Villages) with 
colorful painted houses and narrow lanes with its beauty and simplicity
Post Card number six is 'The Ghumat', the traditional East Indian musical instrument played at all 
cultural and recreational East Indian festivities

The East Indian Bottle Masala number seven consists of a blend of spices and is the essence of East 
Indian cuisine each family has their own secret recipe
Number Eight is 'Marzipan' the main sweet dish for Christmas and Easter of the East Indian 
Community

'Umbra Cha Pani' number nine is a unique tradition and ritual, water from the roots of the Indian Fig 
Tree is collected by a procession of family and friends from the gaothan well for the bride to bathe the 
next morning
Number Ten is the most commonly used glass and clay utensils of the East Indians for storing and 
cooking

The evening ended with guests dancing to the beat of East Indian Marathi music with gusto and glee
Snack boxes were distributed I was happy to have met up with members of the Community

Ms. Swati Pandey graciously autographed the limited edition of the set of postcards for my daughter 
Charlotte who is proud of her legacy
She wrote “With Joy and Honor for this wonderful and Unique East Indian Community”

Thank you Ms Swati Pandey for honoring our East Indian Community by documenting the heritage 
and culture through the set of these ten postcards we have got our due
The post cards can be purchased for Rs. 650/- from the post office it makes an amazing gift too!
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EAST INDIAN PUNCH
The Mouthpiece of the East Indian Community

umbai is the financial capital of India, but the Indigenous People of this great city have been Mforgotten and ignored. Successive Central and State Government across parties have not 
done much to fulfill the basic Indigenous rights of the East Indian Community. Across the world 
and in some states in India, the Indigenous People have been granted rights which is surely a 
great sign of recognition and appreciation of those who helped build the region. It's high time we 
as a community connect with political leaders and authorities to put forth our demands and rights 
as Indigenous People of this great city.

ver the years, MGP has been organising the Annual Conclave to brainstorm and finalise the Obest way forward for the Community. We review these Conclave action plans year on year, 
and last year we released a 5 year plan to create awareness about the Community under the 
theme, "East Indians RISE" (Revive! Initiate! Serve! Empower!). In the 2nd year 2022, our theme 
was, "RISE Out of the Box - Differ! Divert! Deviate!" and here our focus was on finding newer ways 
to achieve our objectives of creating awareness and fulfilling our demands raised to authorities. At 
the Conclave a point which came out strongly is to draft a Policy for East Indians as the Indigenous 
People which should be accepted by the Government.

humiputra Policy is the need of the hour and we at MGP have prepared the first draft. The BMumbai Bhumiputra Policy will be presented to political leaders across parties and various 
government authorities. Based on the points mentioned in the draft of the Mumbai Bhumiputra 
Policy, a detailed document with justifications will be prepared and followed up with the leaders 
and authorities who show interest and are keen to sanction this policy. Those who fulfil even one 
point will be appreciated and publicised across all social media platforms. Also, any positive 
developments will be updated to the Community at large so that they are aware about those who 
really care for the East Indian Community and need to be supported at various platforms.

ppreciating those who hold East Indian Community as important will be MGPs agenda. All Athese leaders or authorities will be felicitated and awarded post the fulfilment of demands or 
the Mumbai Bhumiputra Policy (MBP). The MBP will be reviewed year on year and released along 
with the Annual Agenda basis online survey. Experts and professionals within the community will 
be consulted to sharpen the MBP to make it inclusive and effective. This years Conclave has 
taken one big step in a positive direction, and we hope to see some points in the draft policy to be 
sanctioned or fulfilled. Alternatively, as per our Conclave theme, we at MGP will also look at 
alternatives to fulfil our demands raised to the Central Government, State Government, 
Municipality and the Archdiocese.

ndigenous People of MMR region, the East Indian Community needs to RISE up and do what's Ibest to take our community forward. Like minded associations and activists should focus on the 
issues and work towards resolving them. While on the Culture and Tradition front, the East Indian 
Community seems to be improving vibrantly year on year. Likewise, we need to see the same in 
fulfilling our community demands. While celebrations are important on the social scene, we need 
to see the same interest in civic and community issues. We have the first right in this city and its 
time we ensure we get it or snatch it if the situation demands. We may request to start with but, if 
things don't materialise, we may need to protest as needed from time to time. It's time the 
contribution of our community is remembered and appreciated across the political and religious 
leadership. MGP has taken the first big step by formulating the Mumbai Bhumiputra Policy and we 
look forward to your fervent support and prayers.

HAAY HAQ SAGLA BHUMIPUTRANCHA
EAST INDIAN SAMAJALA HAAY MOBAICHA

Gleason Barretto, Old Kurla

GAOTHAN�VOICE�:�JANUARY�2023

CONCLAVE TRIGGERS MUMBAI BHUMIPUTRA POLICY



Candida Remedios - Vikhroli

Britney Dharmai - Bandra

Coretta Dsouza - Amboli

Karen D'souza - Poisar

Vendria Dsouza - Mira Road

WEBSITE
www.mobaikar.inShiv Mourya - Juhu Church

Russel Gonsalves - Versova
Royston Dsilva - Kirol

EAST INDIAN DIALECT ADVISORS

The Village Advertisement Space

MR. IGNATIUS PEREIRA 

Order WhatsApp: +91 98199 27476

Website:

traditionaleastindianbottlemasala.com

Traditional Authentic 
East Indian Bottle Masala 

@Rs. 1500/- Per kg. 

Very Famous-Mee-East-Indian

Traditional Authentic 
East Indian Bottle Masala 

Mobai Gaothan Panchayat 
C/o Alphi Dsouza A 601, 
Krishna Towers, Vakola Village, 
Santacruz (East), Mumbai - 55



&

& Only if fully secured against term deposit receipt.
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AN APPEAL 

Bank�details:
Account�Name�:�ST�GONSALO�GARCIA�CHAPEL�

Bank�Name�:�Bassein�Catholic�Coop�Bank,�Kalina�Branch
Account�type�:�Savings

A/C�No�:�032100100000792��
IFSC�Code�:�BACB0000032�

For�more�details�or�to�support�contact�
9820087771/9820545302

MGP�-�Promoting�Native�Devotions

ST.�GONSALO�GARCIA�CHAPEL
Aaplaa�GAAV!�Aapla�Devool!

CHILDREN OF THE SOIL

EAST INDIAN COMMUNITY

A�MGP�Project

Cheques�favouring�
"ST�GONSALO�GARCIA�CHAPEL"�
can�be�couriered�at�
Mobai�Gaothan�Panchayat,�
C/o�Alphi�Dsouza,�
A�601�Krishna�Towers,�
Vakola�Village,�
Santacruz�East�,�
Mumbai�-�400�055.
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