A Monthly Bulletin for the Villages, Gaothans and Koliwadas of Mumbai, Thane, Vasai and Raigad District

EAST INDIAN COMMUNITY
Sons-of-the-Soil

mgpmobai@gmail.com
Mobile - 9820087771

Public Trust Registration No: F-57349(MUMBAI) Uplifting the Village Community vo I c E

GAOTHAN VOICE JULY-AUG 2019 vol:Gv 07-08/12  For Private circulation only S LES

One Vision ! One Yoice ! One Village !

 Noko Amala Pool Gorai-Manoricha) [ sicemaderismentinhesr

o o Calendar
Naas hoil aaple Samajacha
MGP Opposes the plan for Bridges to Gorai-Manori

Rs.2500/=per strip advt

o Po0L

*The East Indian Calendar 2020 will
be released by Mobai Gaothan
Panchayat

*You now have a choice to display
your strip Advertisement which will be
- seen by around 50,000 Community

members for a calendar month

*All MGP Donor Members,
Sarpanches, Gaothan Coordinators and
Core Team Members will get a
complimentary copy

*MGP Merchandise Team reserves the
right to select an advertisement as per
the MGP Policy

For more details/suggestions/feedback
message us at 9820545302 or email

\ mgpmobai@gmail.com )

East Indian Gaothans — 100+ Villages % Readership — 50,000
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Our Speciality Catholic Jewellery in East Indian, Goan and Mangalorean
91.6 Hallmark 22Ct Jewellery

Special Jewellery designs of Kapoti, Poth, Vaala, Padar & Mothi Baangri.

Shop No. 10, Anees Apts, Near Kalina Village Bus Stop, Kurla - Kalina Road, Santacruz (E), Mumbai - 400 029
Phone: 6675 1829
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Make your special Moments nostalgic
with your Live Wire Comperes

Alistair & Ankita Dsouza

For your Marriages, Communions,
Corporate Events, Birthhday’s & Fun Parties.
Specialized Compering in English, East Indian,

Marathi & Konkani. Male & Female Host

For Bookings & Enquiries
Tel: 9820169092

AVERIL'S BAKEHOUSE
Cakes
Cookies
Chocolates
Macaroons
Lots More..
CALL: 9833602584

Sports, Fitness, Marathon
Training, Personal Training.
Training for all age groups and
any sporting events, Sports
Diet, Massage.
Brinston Miranda

State Awardee National
Medalist

Bandra, Juhu & Shivaji Park
E-mail :
befitformarathon@gmail.com

SN

Theresa Villa Resort
Manori
For Family Picnic / Overnight Stay

JOE PEREIRA
Photography

& Video

WEDDINGS, PARTIES
&
CONFERENCES

47, Vakola Village
Santacruz (East),
Mumbai - 400050
Mob: 9820071928
9819002340

CALL: 9820087771

GAOTHAN KALA

The East Indian Community store

dfox lug'cab,

acceidso’ied

and much more.

Address : Mobai Gaothan Office 3 A Benny
Jacinto House. Near Saint Roque Grotto.
Kolovery village, Kalina. Santacruz East

Mumbai 400098

Elias J. Gonsalves 9820666582
28832959

PEST - TREAT

Termite Control
General Disinfestation
Herbal & Gel Treatment

Rose park, Hathodi, Behind Bay View C.H.S,
Marve Rd, Malad (W), Mumbai - 400095
Email: pesttreat@rediffmail.com

W NOTESN BEATS
IANS LIVE BAND

'We'undertake orders for
weddings, christenings,
communions, village solas,
corporates and all types of
occassions.

Contact:
Deepak - 9892740760
Darryl - 9076218272




EAST INDIAN NEW ISLAND

Your Community News Page

MLA Ameet Satam speaks about
Gaothan Demacation and DP
Policy in the State Assembly

LA Ameet Satam of
Andheri West
Constituency made history

once again by speaking about our
community in the State Assembly.
This is the 2nd time MLA Ameet has
spoken about the East Indian
Community in the Assembly. He
spoke about Gaothan demarcation
and DP Policy. Earlier MLA Ameet
Satam had spoken about the Kaka
Baptista East Indian Bhavan. MGP
has been continuously following up
with MLA Ameet about Gaothan
demarcation and DP policy. On behalf
of our East Indian Community we
thank MLA Ameet Satam for his
never-ending support.

MGP Organises Annual East
Indian Rally

he Annual East Indian Rally

was held on Sunday 28th July

2019. Around 200 people
joined from across Thane, Vasai and
Mumbai. This year many children too
were a part of the rally. The MGP new
team of Sarpanches and Gaothan
Coordinators were in full force. In the
coming weeks we will present the
Memorandum to the MPs, MLAs,
Government authorities, Corporators
and Archdiocese. MGP has been
organising the annual rally since
2013. Although the rally numbers
have dwindled but the impact of these
activities has grown to a great extent.
MGP Team thanks all those who
participated in the Annual Rally.

Jamaica Dlima, Marve

MGP Team to release its first edition
of the East Indian Calendarin 2020

he East Indian Calendar was

initiated by Jude and Marie

Concessio. The Concessio
family has been releasing this annual
calendar for more than 10 years. They
have now decided to handover the
Calendar project to Mobai Gaothan
Panchayat. MGP has given an
opportunity to showcase cooking and
photography skills by organising the
East Indian Calendar 2020
Competition. Those interested in
participating can send an East Indian
recipe, it could be a starter, main
course or even dessert along with
photographs. And if cooking is not
your forte, you can send a maximum of
5 photos of cultural celebrations,
weddings and family occasions,
occupations and village festivals. The
shortlisted entries will be featured in
the East Indian Calendar 2020 along
with the name and gaothan of the
contributor. Recipe or photos can be
shared at

eastindianvoice@gmail.com

MGP organises Mot Mauli Gaothan
Yatra

he Statue of Mount Mary was

brought in procession from

Kaka Baptista East Indian
Museum to Gorai Koliwada on Ist
August. The statue was taken everyday
to different Gaothans across Mumbai,
Thane, Vasai and Raigad. The Annual
Mot Mauli Purcessao will be held this
year on Saturday, 14th September.

East Indians in US & Canada
celebrate in true East Indian style

ast Indians in Canada had a

potluck on 22nd June. It was

organised by The East Indian
Kitchen Table, an initiative by -
Rohan Figueirado, IEICC Chief
Ambassador. The numerous mouth-
watering East Indian dishes ensured
that the potluck was a success. The
official East Indian flag released by
MGP was unfurled at this event.
Across the border, an East Indian
Picnic was organised by the East
Indians in US on 13thJuly with active
participation by IEICC US
International Coordinator, Roweena
Carlos. The full day picnic outing
was celebrated in East Indian style
with Umbrachapani theme. Our
community youth in US have set an
example that their active
participation will play a major role in
reviving our culture and traditions.

OLD KURLA GAOTHAN GETS
ANENTRANCE ARCH

1d Kurla Gaothan opened it's

Entrance Arch on Easter

after the Vigil Service. The
initiative was taken by Jacob Gomes,
MGP Taluka Sarpanch-Kurla and
Placid Dsouza. Jacob and Placid are
also active members of the oldest
known East Indian Association
formed in 1460, United Social
Welfare Association(USWA). The
Entrance Arch is lit up and stands out
to be an added attraction in Kurla. On
the top of the Arch we have statues of
Our Lady of Velankanni, St Anthony
and a Holy Cross. MGP thanks Jacob
and Placid and hope other Gaothans
too take up such initiatives.
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EAST INDIAN AWARDS 2019

Neil Pereira — East Indian Activist of the Year.

*Neil Pereira has been an Activist for the last 25 years following in the footsteps of his Late Father, Lawrence
Pereira who was involved in Church activities and received the Papal Award

*Neil has strongly taken up issues of illegal construction, objecting to Commercial Activities in residential areas,
storm water drains and firefighting systems installation

*He was instrumental in getting the Heritage tag for Palli Gaothan

*He is also involved in the discussions and follow up with Govt. Authorities for Demarcation and DCR for the New
DP 2034 and for Preservation of Our Gaothans and Koliwadas and is also on the Committee of Koliwada Gaothan
Kruti Samiti.

Late Thomas Pereira — East Indian Music Legend of the Year

*Thomas Pereira, one of the greatest East-Indian Singer ever, was born on 15th October, 1928

*Thomas studied in a Marathi medium school and later shifted to Dr. Antonio Da Silva High School

*He started his singing career at a young age of 16 with his own compositions

*People used to be surprised to see how such a young lad could compose so excellently, specially his competitors
*Looking at his personality, great film makers, like Late Ramanand Sagar, V Shantaram and Dada Kondke, offered
him roles in films.

*Thomas was a man of incredible talents, a writer, composer, music maker and singer par excellence. Also
popularly called the King of East-Indian Singing [ASLI HEERA].

*Popular songs - “Balotian Khoon” , “Arde Rotivar Laath”, “Aischa Kalij” and many others

East Indian Fishermen Association, Bazar Road, Bandra — East Indian Cross of the Year

*The Cross Built On A Flat Rock In Marathi Called Patla Which Means Big Flat Rock By The Fisherman Of
Bazaar Rd And Chapel Rd

*In The Night's With The Moonlight The Cross Was Like A Light House For The Kolies To Return Home Safely
* At that time there Was No Reclamation, No BMC Or No MHADA. This Holy Cross was built in the year 1825

Khar East Indian Association — East Indian Association of the Year
* Activities organized : East Indian Competition on 26th of January, Introz, Pilgrimage during lent, St Roque mass
near our main village cross, Agera, Procession of our of Lady of Vailankanni and Holy mass at the Village Square

St.Blaise Band — East Indian Band of the year
*St.Blaise Band was established on 3" Febraury, 1929
*Now managed by the 4" generation of the Dsouzas from Vile Parle. This year the band completes 90 years

Conrad Coelho — East Indian Expert of the Year

*Conrad Coelho is a noted dance expert, has been successfully teaching Latin & Ballroom Dancing at his academy
in Mumbai since 2006

*He is an affiliated Teacher with the Imperial Society Of Teachers of Dancing ( ISTD, London). Conrad Coelho is
the first In India to gain the ISTD 'Licentiate' qualification in the Latin American genre which qualifies him as an
Adjudicator as per the requirements of the British Dance Council

*Conrad is a professor in a leading Business Management College by day

*Prof.Conrad Coelho has also authored books on 'Operation Management' & is also currently pursuing his PhD in
Digital Marketing from Mumbai University
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EAST INDIAN AWARDS 2019

Senhora Dsouza — East Indian Sports person of the year

*Table Tennis Star - All India University Gold medalist (2017)

- Currently Mumbai No 1 in Women’s Singles.

- Currently No 2 in Maharashtra in Women’s Singles.

- Gold Medal for Maharashtra at the 35th National Games.

- Currently in Top 25 of India in Women’s Singles.

International

- Represented India at the Spanish and Slovakia Open

- Represented India at the Golden Racket TT Tournament in Vietnam

- Represented India at the Austria and Belgium Open

- Represented India at the Indian Open and Won Bronze Medal in teams and doubles event.

Ethnic Vibes — East Indian Initiative of the year - Music

*Launched in 2018 at the Kurla Village Agera celebrations

*The East Indian Pop Band has been given the opportunity to play LIVE at the Awards event
Eastern Sunset — East Indian Initiative of the Year 2019

*Launched this year by the Misquitta family at Hotel Avion

*The first ever exclusive East Indian Restautant in the world

Captain Keithair Misquitta — East Indian Star of the Year 2019

Two young Indian girls have flown India’s first registered Light Sport Aircraft, from India to Greenland in 52 days
to become the world’s first expedition piloted by an all-woman team in an ultralight plane.

*One of them is Keithar Misquitta, Indian CPL and LSA licence holders, set course westward on July 30 from
Patiala, flying a Pipistrel Sinus 912 aircraft across Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat stopping at Iran, Turkey, Serbia,
Slovenia, Italy, Germany, France, UK, Iceland and Greenland and overflying Croatia, Bulgaria and Austria

*Their historic and brave journey in Mahi (call sign VI-NBF), a tiny single engine, two-seater plane weighing less
than 500 kg, over deserts, mountains, plains and oceans, is part of a daring, never-done-before circumnavigation
attempt in the world.

*Keithair Misquitta along with Aarohi Pandit has become the first women in the world to fly a Light Sport Aircraft
from Tropic to Arctic (India to Greenland)

Ranwar — East Indian Gaothan of the Year

*Ranwar Village has been witnessing proactive initiatives by its residents for more than 25 years

*Installing paverblocks in several areas, including highlighting the Ranwar Square.

*Upgrading and maintaining the Fire Hydrant system within the village area.

*A revamp of the sewerage pipes within the village.

*Installing Signage at the two ends of Veronica Street and also in the Ranwar Square. These prominent signboards
give interesting details of the history of the locality and its highlights.

*Holding Annual Christmas festivals in and around the Ranwar Square area.

*The annual Christmas decoration of the Squares, Oratory and Veronica street has been another regular draw and
often reported in the Press.

Vincia Alphonso — East Indian Young Talent of the Year 2019
*Vincia is in 10th std. She has won four consecutive years district level karate championship Gold medals
*She has won two Gold medals at Malaysia, in Dubai a gold and silver, Srilanka two silver medals.

*She has won many inter school karate championship Gold medals.
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EAST INDIAN DIARY

JULY
13 July 2019 - Annual East Indian Potluck Picnic organised in New Jersey, USA.

21 July 2019 - Betinchi Mauli cha Sann. Parishioners of Mount Carmel, Vandre (Bandra) celebrate the feast on
the following Sunday of 16th July.

20th July 2019 - East Indian Bazaar on Wheels launched at Valnai (Orlem)

24 July 2019 - MGP Vibhag Sarpanch Bonny Pereira had a brief discussion with Yuva Sena Chief, Aditya
Thackeray.

28 July 2019 - The Annual East Indian Rally was organised by Mobai Gaothan Panchayat from Bandra Gym to
Mount Mary's Church. Around 200 people participated in the rally.

28 July 2019- Old Kurla Gaothan Arch was inaugurated by MLA Mr Sanjay Potnis after it was blessed by Rev.
Fr Anselm Gonsalves and Rev. Fr. Milton Gonsalves.

31 July 2019- The Kurla Sarpanch Team presented Bishop Savio with the Memorandum of Demands of the East
Indian Community to the Archdiocese. MGP Team was represented by Jacob Gomes - Kurla Taluka Sarpanch
and Aloysius Gomes - Vibhag Sarpanch of Kurla-Kalina-Vakola

Gaothan Games 2019
The First Ever Mega Sports Festival for the GaothansTheme : Promoting Unity and Talent Through Sports

Date : Sunday, 27th October 2019 Time slot : 9am to 2pm (4 hour slot) Games : Around 10 Athletic events
Venue : to be announced soon. Number of teams - 12. Teams composition - minimum 12 - 2 each in male and
female of under 16, 16 to 50 and over 50, one more reserve under each category. Minimum Team numbers - 12
and maximum 18. Entry Fee : Rs.2000/- *This is the first edition of the Gaothan Games and we plan to have
this every year *We plan to start the first edition with around 12 Gaothan Teams *This initiative will be led by
Ruth Miranda, CEO of Be Fit Fitness Academy and Marathon Training *Efforts are being made to give these
Games a traditional theme *Teams to be finalised on a first-cum-first-service basis and payment of entry fee and
list of team members *First priority will be given to Recognized and active Gaothan Associations that organise
atleast 2 events every year To Volunteer for the Gaothan Games or our sports initiative, Mobai East Indians you
may contact Bryce on 8898178889

i H A D) 13 DAYS HOLYLAND TOUR
Ve I a n ka n n I TeXtI I e l S B E LL T ~‘ vV.r » COVERING: EGYPT + PALESTINE + ISRAEL + JORDAN
ASlI Mobaikar - gy - : goll - DEP: 20th APRIL & 19TH MAY 2020
: : B - YS/— WEST EUROPE TOUR

East India Lugra, i 7' DEP: 5TH/&25TH MAY, 2020
lugra sarees, : g - .

lugra sonkari,
lugra material,
kurti &shirts.

Please contact
Palmira Edward Dalmet
9930745461
St.Francis Nagar ,Pali Rd,
Opp. Marina construction.
St Fanancis Bus stop (karaipada)
Bhayandar west.
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EAST INDIAN MASALA

The Local Gaothan Community Market

4 AGERA — Maharashtra's Native Harvest Festival )

Gleason Barretto, Old Kurla

Around 5 years ago Agera was a forgotten tradition in many parishes. A few parishes kept on the tradition in whatever
small way they could. Mobai Gaothan Panchayat was one of the associations that took the initiative to revive this festival
which was slowly fading with each passing year. Agera was a big festival when a large section of our community had
fields and farming was one of the main occupations. It was a special day as our community celebrated this Harvest Festival
as a Thanksgiving to God for blessing the family and the village with a good harvest. As our fields vanished due to
development the festival did not have a connect with the East Indian community in the city.

The East Indian Community, sons-of-soil of Bombay, Thane, Raigad and Vasai celebrate Agera on the first Sunday in
October. The Archdiocese in recent times also celebrates the Native Harvest Festival, Agera as "Thanksgiving day".
The feast is celebrated across East Indian Gaothans with great enthusiasm. The local East Indian Groups based in
urban areas are making efforts to revive this great harvest festival of Agera in the traditional way. In many villages in
Manori-Gorai-Uttan, Vasai, Thane and Raigad the festival has always been celebrated the traditional way as many
families continue to follow their occupation of farming. While the farming villages of the East Indian Community
celebrate Agera as per tradition followed for generations, those in the city generally begin their celebrations from the
Holy Cross in the Gaothans.

MGP started first around 5 years ago by arranging for paddy required by those in the city for the Agera festival. In the last
more than 5 years Agera is slowly catching up and more parishes are reviving this tradition and some have made their
Agera celebrations bigger. St.John's East Indian Community, Marol organizes a procession from the Gaothan to the
Church followed by mass and a Cultural Programme. Holy Family Church, Chakala will have processions from 4 East
Indian Gaothans — Gundavli, JB Nagar, Parsi wadi and Chakala meeting at the Church for a joint Eucharistic celebration.
Agera celebration has got better each passing year at Holy Cross Church Kurla and is organized by USWA. The USWA
members grow paddy in the church backyard about a month before Agera and celebrate the festival in the traditional way.
The priest goes to the backyard where the members cut paddy in their traditional outfits followed by blessing and
procession to Church.

The Indigenous People have marked Agera in their calendar, yet another big day to celebrate for the East Indian
Community. This year Agera will be celebrated on Sunday, 6" October and MGP targets to have this festival
celebrated at 100 Gaothans. Wishing you all a Happy Agera. May this harvest festival bless your homes with
abundance of food and happiness

MGP Guidelines for Agera Celebrations

*Start Procession from a Holy Cross in the Village or nearest paddy field(the priest cuts a few sheaves of paddy)
*In procession the bundles of paddy to be carried by ladies in traditional Lugra or men in traditional Surkhas
*East Indian brass band or Vanzootar(local tribal band) to be a part of the procession

*Ideally hire a Tonga, Rekla or Bullock cart as a part of procession

*The procession enters church where the paddy is kept near the altar for blessing

*Offerings of fresh fruits and vegetables to be made during offertory or when the procession enters the church

* After mass the East Indians in traditional attire to distribute the paddy

*East Indian band to play some celebration songs after mass

*Stalls selling East Indian food to be set up especially harvest related food stuff

*The families go back home and affix the paddy on their entrance door or place it on the alter

*The family prepares a traditional meal keeping the harvest festival in mind

*Each East Indian family have the afternoon meal together with a thanksgiving prayer

*Before the meal the family serves homemade wine or Khimad calling out “Sukhala” the East Indian way
\*In the evening the families visit their friends and relatives or join the village get-together. )

East Indian Events/Competitions

*Madh Island East Indian Singing Competition on Sunday, 3rd November. For details contact Oliver Lobo on 7977257153
*Vakola East Indian Food Festival on Sunday, 10th November. For details contact Genevieve Dsouza on 9819457635
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EAST INDIAN PUNCH

The Mouthpiece of the Mobai Gaothan Panchayat

Noko Amala Pool Gorai-Manoricha

Naas hoil aaple Samajacha
MGP Opposes the plan for Bridges to Gorai-Manori

Walter Murzello, Gorai — Uttan

The news about a “Cable Stayed Bridge” over the troubled waters of the creek across Marve and Manori has
become a burning subject with the locals and residents of Dharavi Bet, Environmentalists and Tourists who visit the
island to soak in the natural beauty and serenity of the region which is earmarked as a tourism and recreation zone.
The locals mainly Kolis, Kulbis, Bhandaris and Agris are extremely disappointed about the way our city planners
are going back and forth on whether or not to build the bridge amidst tremendous opposition from the residents of
Dharavi Bet (Manori, Gorai Uttan region).

A couple of years ago when Arvinder Sing Pal Madan was commissioner of MMRDA, a meeting was called at the
conference hall of MMRDA in Bandra East. Representatives of the Island and East Indian Association Heads were
invited to express their opinions. Almost everyone in the hall voiced their dissent. Mr.Madan then said he would
pass this information to the Government.

Amongst those present was Mobai Gaothan Panchayat a registered trust, representative of a significantly large
number of East Indians. Atthat meeting MGP had expressed their protest at the government's plans to bridge. MGP
had even suggested that instead of wasting such a huge sum of money, the government could happily build decent
jetties and ferries to transport the tourists across. Building a bridge across to Dharavi Bet would defeat the purpose
of earmarking the island as a tourism zone and destroy the tranquility and serenity of the island. Tourists visit the
island for the way it is at present. Building a bridge would mean, like connecting Bandra with Worli. The bridge
would also lead to urbanizing the island and also destroying the natural beauty, the ancient culture of the locals and
change the demography of the island forever.

There already exists a motorable road to the island and hundreds of cars and buses use this road every dayto visit
Esselworld and the beaches at Uttan, Gorai & Manori. Having a bridge would add to the chaos and kill the peace
and quiet of the island. So where is the need for a bridge?

A couple of years ago, the government had decided to hold back their plans to build a bridge. Now why suddenly it
has woken up and advertised calling for Expression of Interest to build bridges.
Mobai Gaothan Panchayat is totally opposed to this “Cable Stayed Bridge” project. We will fight this project tooth

and nail.
(( Gaothan Voice ))
Get a Gaothan Voice Copy Advertisement Rates
at your Doorstep : : ——
3000 copies/100 villages | Single issue | 3 months 6 months 12 months
Around 500 email ids (advt rates | (advt rates (advt rates
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BASSEIN CATHOLIC
‘ '] CO-OPERATIVE BANK LTD

(SCHEDULED BANK)

. P Digi Tauch

) Reaching You gigitally

EiE
| | | [=]
Experience the joy of Smart Banking Scan to Download
Introducing Top features of Mobile Banking:
D I G ITO U c H * IMPS Fund Transfer  Cheque Book Request

« Intra Bank Fund Transfer e Transaction Search
MOBILE BANKING APP * RTGS / NEFT Fund Transfe

r e Cheque Status Enquiry

BY Bcc B « ATM Card Hot Marking = Stop Cheque

* Mobile Passbook * Mini Statement

Visit: www.bccb.co.in | Call Toll-Free: 1800 233 6000
Contact your nearest branch for further information

Corporate Office: Catholic Bank Building, Papdy Naka,
PO Papdy, Vasai 401207. Tel.: 9527441600, 9527451600

N.A PLOTS AT KARJAT

-LUXURIOUS DEVELOPED PLOTS WITH CLEAR TITLE
-IMMEDIATE POSSESSION

-SEPARATE 7/12 EXTRACT

-QUIET COUNTRYSIDE AMBIENCE

-2 HOURS FROM MUMBAI

-1 HOUR FROM NAVI MUMBAI AIRPORT

-COMPOUND WALL

-24HRS SECURITY
Nazareth Developers

Call:- 22613907 / CELL:- 9869696370
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MONTHLY ACTIVITIES
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f"/f “ Ideal gift

for all ages and occasions

300 books

sold in
72 hrs.

First of its kind in gorgeous color

Virtual encyclopedia on East Indians
and other communities leading to the
inter-community diaspora of today

Recaptures those glorious 500 years which
made Mumbai the 'urbs prima in Indis’

Produced, printed and
published by:

Proceeds go entirely to charity AX%B/AA[E%?

Mobai Gaothan PVT. LTD.

Panchayat
the voice of the original
. inhabitants of "Bombay" ) i >
Atribute to

Sandra Gomes Email: vivaqueimada@mmapl.co.in

AJ 0 N Conference and Party

Opp Mumbai Domestic Airport, Westem ~ rooms available upto 100 pax*®
Express Highway, Vile Parle East. Terrace Garden and Lawns for

Tel:26123902/26176970 upto 350 pax Banquet.
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